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XML Data Archives Overview
Extensible Markup Language (XML) is a text-based language for describing structured data and facilitating the exchange of data across the Internet. The Federal Procurement Data System Next Generation (FPDS-NG) data archives are stored in XML. The XML Data Archives contain the entire set of FPDS-NG data for a fiscal year. 
The XML Data Archives include one zip file for each department in FPDS-NG, except for the Department of Defense. For the Department of Defense, four zip files are created, one for each branch: Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps. The department zip file contains one Awards XML file and one IDV XML file which include records for all agencies in the department.

This document describes the use and navigation of the data archives. Topics include:
· Why Use the Data Archives?
· When is Data Published?
· Navigating the Data Archives: Government Wide (Not Department of Defense)
· Navigating the Data Archives: Department of Defense
· Downloading the Data Archives
· Ordering a Copy of the Data Archives on CD
Notes: 
· [[note about the schema changes and reference
· The complete list of data fields is available in the Data Dictionary in the Downloads section of the FPDS-NG web site.

Why Use the Data Archives?
Typically, users will choose to import the XML Data Archives if they have a business requirement to:

· Merge the FPDS-NG data with an enterprise-level business intelligence system.

· Layer value-added information on top of FPDS-NG data to package as a sellable service.

· Conduct frequent, customized analysis or research on the data.

When is Data Published?
The complete XML Data Archives are updated every [[
[[

The following is the schedule for the posting of the XML Data Archives:

Current fiscal year – Full XML extracts will be posted monthly.

Previous fiscal year – Full MXL extracts will be posted quarterly.

Between 2 and 5 years – Full MXL extracts will be posted yearly. (No XML extracts will be posted older then fiscal year 2004)

Navigating the Data Archives: Government Wide (Not Department of Defense)
All files for a particular fiscal year are available under the folder FY##. Under this folder, there are folders for each department in FPDS-NG. Each department folder contains one zip file for each department in FPDS-NG, except for the Department of Defense. (See the following section for more information on the Department of Defense records in FPDS-NG.) The department zip files contain one IDV XML file and one Award XML file which include records for all agencies in the department.
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The following steps provide an example of navigating the data archives.
Step 1: Click the fiscal year data archive that you want to view:
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This displays the list of departments for which FPDS-NG publishes data for that fiscal year.
Step 2: Click the department that you want to view: 
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This displays a zip file for the department.
Step 3: Click the zip file to open or save it:
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This displays the contents of the zip file.

Step 4: Click the Award or the IDV XML file:
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This displays the File Download dialogue box.
Step 5: Open or Save the XML file:
[image: image7.png]Do you want to open or save this file?

@] Name: . epatent o dept-1001 2005009302008 archive.zp
Type: WirZip File, 454 KB
Fiom: whwwfpdsng com

| =

[V Always ask before opening this type of il





You can choose to open the file, or save it. The XML files can be viewed in an editing tool, such as Notepad, or in XML viewing and editing software.

Navigating the Data Archives: Department of Defense

All files for a particular fiscal year are available under the folder FY##. Under this folder, there are folders for each department in FPDS-NG, including the Department of Defense. The Department of Defense folder contains four zip files, one for each branch: Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps. The branch zip files each contain one Awards XML file and one IDV XML file.
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The following steps provide an example of navigating the data archives to view Department of Defense records.

Step 1: Click the fiscal year data archive that you want to view:
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This displays the list of departments for which FPDS-NG publishes data for that fiscal year.
Step 2: Click the Department of Defense:
[Insert screen capture]

This displays the list of branch zip files.
Step 3: Click the branch zip file to open or save it:

[Insert screen capture—list of branch zip files]

This displays the contents of the zip file.

Step 4: Click the Award or the IDV XML file:
[Insert screen capture—award and IDV XML files]
This displays the File Download dialogue box.

Step 5: Open or Save the XML file:
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You can choose to open the file, or save it. The XML files can be viewed in an editing tool, such as Notepad, or in XML viewing and editing software.

Downloading the Data Archives
The preceding section provides a sample overview of the steps involved in downloading the data archive files. The time it takes for you to download the data archive files depends on the archive file size, and your environment and connection speed. The following table provides an estimate of the download time. Please note that this is only an estimate, and that your download time may vary.

	Speed
	Time

	Dialup 28.8 Kbps Modem  
	8 Hours

	Dialup 56 Kbps Modem
	4 Hours

	Cable/DSL 512 Kbps
	30 Minutes

	Cable/DSL 1.5 Mbps/T1
	12 Minutes


                          

The following section lists the minimum system requirements for working with these files.

System Requirements: Windows

To download the data archives in the Windows environment, you will need:
· Intel® Pentium® Processor/AMD Opteron® Processor (1 GHz or higher).
· Microsoft® Windows 2000 with Service Pack 2, Windows XP Professional or Home Edition.
· 512 MB RAM or greater recommended.
· Up to 60 MB of available hard-disk space. (More space is required when processing XML files using the application, for example, about 450 MB is required when processing a 1 GB XML file.)
System Requirements: Linux

 To download the data archives in the Linux environment, you will need:
· 32-bit Intel Pentium Processor/AMD Opteron® Processor (1GHz or higher)

· Red Hat Linux AS 3.0, Red Hat Linux ES, Red Hat Linux Desktop, Red Hat Linux 9.0, or any flavor of Linux.
· 512 MB RAM or greater recommended.
· Up to 60 MB of available hard-disk space. (More space is required when processing XML files using the application, for example, about 450 MB is required when processing a 1 GB XML file.)

Note: Java Run-time Environment (JRE) Version 1.5 is packaged with the application. [[Ask re this note
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